APPENDIX SATs are compared to the average for students who enter one of the top-tier flagship campuses of the Texas higher education system. Specifically, "Better than flagships" is a SAT score >+0.5 SD's above the mean, "Near flagship average" is a SAT score within 0.5 SD's of the mean, and "Below the flagship average" (omitted group) is a SAT score <0.5 SD's below the mean. 2 Student who is "Better than a top-tier" if Advanced Placement (AP) semesters and high school exit exam scores (composite z-score of reading and mathematics) are above average for a top-tier's entering freshmen class; student who is "Better than a middle-tier" if AP semesters and exit exam are above average for entering freshman class at a middle-tier but not a top-tier university; student who is "Better than a bottom-tier" if AP semesters and exit exam are above average for entering freshman class at a bottom-tier but not a middle-tier university; and the omitted comparison group is a student who is "Worse than a bottom-tier" if AP semesters and exit exam are below average for a bottom-tier's entering freshman class. All regressions control for student's gender, age, foreign language ability, parental education, and family income. Mean flagship application rate for top 10% and top 11-25% students are 0.63 and 0.26, respectively. ***, **, * indicates statistical significance at the 1%, 5%, and 10% level, respectively. Source: Texas Workforce Data Quality Initiative Database, 2008 and 2009 student cohorts.
